
STATEMENT OF DR JOHN BEVAN-SMITH 
 
I refer to an ar*cle published on the Poisoned Kiwi Substack dated 3 August 2024 en*tled “Honestly 
Sam and Mark Bailey? Heterodoxies and The Truth Behind ‘A Farewell to Virology’”. To borrow the 
famous words of Jus*ce Peter Mahon, this ar*cle is “an orchestrated litany of lies” that is uPerly 
preposterous in its claims and profoundly malicious in its intent.1 
 
For the record, I am the sole author and copyright owner of the origina*ng document I converted into 
the Statement of Claim, first men*oned at page 2 of the ar*cle above, which I gave to the 
Heterodoxies Society for the purpose of it commencing proceedings in the New Zealand High Court 
pursuant to the rules of the Society. 
 
By way of a Resolu*on dated 1 August 2021, the members of the Society endorsed the Statement of 
Claim and appointed me to be the authorised Agent to represent the Society in legal proceedings. 
Those who supported this Resolu*on with their signature includes the author of the above Substack 
ar*cle. The redacted Resolu*on and the signatures are aPached, together with the minutes of that 
mee*ng. 
 
I filed the Statement of Claim in the Auckland High Court on 6 August 2021. On 8 August 2021, I 
received an email from the author of the above ar*cle sta*ng that I had no authority to act on behalf 
of the Society despite his having signed the above Resolu*on seven days prior. In the interim, a late 
dra[ version of the Statement of claim was stolen from copies I had stored for safekeeping on the 
hard drives of the “Poisoned Kiwi” author and another Society member and which was given without 
my knowledge or permission to a media company to publish. On 16 August 2021, the laPer member 
resigned from the Society, as did the “Poisoned Kiwi” the next day. On 27 August 2021 the dra[ 
Statement of Claim was published online by the media company claiming it had the Society’s 
permission to do so. The media company was no*fied that it was in possession of stolen property and 
ordered to take down the document, an order the company ignored. As the court had not yet released 
the Statement of Claim back to the Society for service, this could have had serious legal repercussions 
for myself as the person who had filed the proceeding on behalf of the Society. 
 
This destruc*ve behaviour had a devasta*ng effect on the Society and on those members organising 
support for the proceeding. 
 
Dated 18th August 2024 
 
 
 
Dr John Bevan-Smith 
Auckland, New Zealand 

 
1 Peter T Mahon, “Report of the Royal Commission to inquire into the crash on Mount Erebus, Antarc=ca of a 
DC10 aircraA operated by Air New Zealand Limited 1981”, 150 [377]. 
 








